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School-Based Mentoring
Study Results
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The variety of human beings and their
experiences is stunning. All around us
are people tall and short, thick and
thin, outgoing and shy, studious and
idle, optimistic and pessimistic. You
demonstrate that there are also people
who are willing to give their time to
make one child’s life more
meaningful, to create a better school
experience for a student that might
struggle in rigid academic settings.
Your participation in mentoring
shows that humanity’s future has
promise as you invest in our children.

Please take a few moments to review
the results of a new study of school-
based mentoring. These excerpts are
taken directly from the executive
summary and are promising in their
significance.

Read this and recognize that you are
making a real difference with every
hour, every week, every month of
your investment. Thank you.

Catherine & Connor

The Impact of Care

OUTCOMES:

Teachers reported that, relative to their
non-mentored peers, [mentored stu-
dents] showed improvements in the
following outcomes:

e Overall academic performance, as
well as in the specific subjects of
— Science, and
— Written and oral language;

* Quality of class work;

e Number of assignments turned in
(homework and in-class
assignments); and

* Serious school infractions
(including principal’s office visits,
fighting and suspensions).

They also improved in the following
youth-reported outcomes:

* Scholastic efficacy (feeling more
competent academically); and

* Skipping school—which teachers
confirmed by reporting that fewer
[students] had an unexcused absence
in the four weeks prior to our
survey.

Longer matches and closer relation-
ships are associated with stronger
impacts. Exploratory analyses revealed
positive associations between match
length and outcomes at the end of the
first school year, suggesting that longer
matches may contribute to stronger
impacts.

Matches that communicated over the
summer were more likely to carry over
into the following school year and
lasted significantly longer after the end
of the summer than those that did not
communicate. They also had stronger
relationships in the second year of the
study, regardless of the quality of their
match in the previous spring.

Source: Making a Difference in Schools; the
big brothers big sisters school-based
mentoring impact study, A Publication of
Public/Private Ventures, 2007.
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November Gallery:

Mali & Marcia at
“The Other Half” aid
station on October 21.
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THE OTHER HALF

Grand Area Thanks to Mali Jorgen, Marcia

. Tendick, Megan McGee,
Mentorlng Danette Johnson, and Dan
McNeil for hosting aid station

433 South 100 East #4 on “The Other Half’

Moab, Utah 84532

United States racecourse. It was a wonderful

morning and earned GrandAM a
$200 donation, thanks to the
generous Race Directors!

Phone:
435-260-9646

E-Muail:
grandareamentoring@gmail.com

Website:
www.grandschools.org/mentor

One person can make a difference.

Be that person.

Not a mentor yet?
Let us help you chart your course!

1. Call Dan to
request an
application:

3. Get matched with
a student looking for

encouragement &

Kindness. L )
T'hat’s all it takes. No
special skills required.
FINISH
g 4. You made it! We knew you
=) 2. Attend a fun could. Now help someone else
\ é training session.
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Idea(s) of the Month:

* Bring in a proverb or quote to talk
about.

* Bring in a digital camera to use during
your mentoring session around the
school grounds.

« Bring a favorite board or card game | School.

This Month in Mentoring

o November 10: Mentor/Mentee Field Trip!
(See below.)

o November 15: Brown Bag Lunch. Come
to the District Office at noon to meet other
mentors and discuss mentoring ideas.

o October 22 & 23: Thanksgiving Holiday.
No School, NO MENTORING.

November Field Trip!

Saturday, November 10,
1-4PM. Departure from
and return to the Grand
County Middle School.
Parents must drop off and

pick up.
N\
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Don’t miss this cool trip to
Negro Bill Canyon. We
will hike toward Morning /
Glory Arch, and surely

some of the faster hikers

will travel the

entire distance to see one of the biggest
arches in the world!

Please note these rules:

1. Dress warmly! It could be VERY cold in
the canyon. Layer up.

2. Wear good footwear. Sneakers or boots
only. No sandals. No flip-flops. No dress
shoes.

3. Mentors ARE NOT ALLOWED to
transport students. Call your mentee to

remind him or her about the field trip and meet at the Middle
School for a 1PM departure.

4. Bring your own snacks and water. GrandAM will provide some
light snacks, but you should not rely on our wimpy snacks to
sustain your energy for the hike’s duration.

5. Students must be picked up by a parent at 4PM at the Middle

that you have at home but is not
available at school.

* Bring in photos of your parents and
talk about their professions.

www.grandschools.org/mentor

We are here for your support. If you have any questions, requests,
or concerns, please call Megan (435-260-9645) or me.

Dan McNeil 260-9646



