
INTRODUCTiON. 
	 The Grand County School District voiced their desire to design sustainable schools 

before the design architect was hired. Through a series of community workshops 

they decided to establish challenging but possible goals in energy consumption. 

A LEED® Certi�ed building was debated, with the consensus being to focus on 

sustainable principles outlined in LEED®  for Schools, but to not spend the money 

it would take to achieve o�cial LEED® certi�cation, but still achieve the energy ef-

�cient design goals of the District.

	

The School District Outlined the following goals in their request for architectural pro-

posals:	

Support the use of minimum energy and resources over time.

Re�ect economical construction and consideration of environmental and social 

implications in designs and selection of materials and systems.

Emphasize durability, simplicity and sustainability.

An integrated design approach.

Facilities designed for energy e�ciency

An energy e�ciency goal minimum of 35% better than code. 

A water savings goal of 50% or better on exterior water use and 40%  on inte-

rior water useage.

A lighting connected load goal of 1.0 watt per square foot or less.

A priority placed on systematic integration of low cost and no cost  e�ciency 

into the designs.

Use of Energy Modeling to optimize cost and performance.
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